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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

SHERIFF’S  DEPARTMENT
LOST  HILLS  STATION
Agoura Hills  Calabasas  Westlake Village  Malibu  Hidden Hills

SHERIFF’S TEEN TRAFFIC OFFENDER PROGRAM  

1-877-310-STOP  (7867)

Over the course of the last ten years, cities throughout the Conejo Valley, including a number of cities served by the Malibu/Lost Hills Sheriff’s Station, have been traumatized by the high number of fatal traffic collisions involving inexperienced teenage drivers.    

According to recently published statistics, sixteen to eighteen year-olds account for approximately 12% of the driving population, yet involved in 25% of all traffic collisions.  In fact, sixteen year-olds are 20 times more likely than seventeen and eighteen year-olds to be involved in a traffic collision of some type during their first year of driving.  Sadly, 6,000 teens nationwide will lose their lives in traffic collisions this year and it is believed many needless traffic deaths could have been prevented if someone had taken an active interest in their reckless driving habits.

To that end, the Sheriff’s Teen Traffic Offender Program (STOPP) was created at Malibu/Lost Hills Station.  The program has become so successful, each of the five contract cities served by Malibu/Lost Hills Station has agreed to participate in the funding for a full-time STOPP deputy.  Acknowledging teen drivers do not recognize artificial city boundaries, the program has also been initiated in a number of neighboring Ventura County cities including Moorpark, Simi Valley, and Thousand Oaks. 

The objective of the program is simple and modeled after proven strategies designed to reduce the likelihood of young people becoming involved in serious criminal behavior.  It is believed sheriff’s deputies could effectively intervene when the reckless driving habits of teenaged drivers are brought to their attention, thereby reducing or eliminating the high number of senseless deaths brought about by inexperienced, immature drivers with poor judgment and decision-making skills.  Consequently, teens enhance their driving skills and all motorists are the beneficiaries of a safer highway system.  

When a member of the community observes a teenaged driver operating a motor vehicle in a dangerous or reckless manner, their driving may be reported utilizing a toll-free hot line at Malibu/Lost Hills Station.  The STOPP program does not dispatch a deputy sheriff to take law enforcement action.  Rather, with the information left by the anonymous caller, a deputy conducts an “intervention” with the teenaged driver and his/her parent(s).  The counseling session is non-confrontational and designed to create positive change in the driving habits of the teenager.       

During the meeting, the deputy discusses topics such as peer pressure, decision-making skills, and safe driving techniques. Strategies parents can use to monitor the driving habits of their teens are also discussed.    

The insurance industry has long identified the value of such a program.  Insurance companies have graciously agreed to partially underwrite the cost of the program and have furnished a short video used to show the young driver and his/her parents the consequences that result from reckless driving.  

While it is difficult to quantify results, the response to the STTOP program has been overwhelming.  Agencies from throughout Los Angeles and Ventura Counties have contacted Malibu/Lost Hills Station to inquire about the possibility of initiating the program in their community.  
